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It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

SECTION I. Chapter 637 of the Public Laws of 1910 entitled "An Act to Incorporate the 

2 Harrisville Fire District" as amended, is hereby further amended to read as follows: 

3 The Charter of the Harrisville Fire District 

4 Section (a) Establishment. 

5 A. Incorporation. Within the boundaries described below, there is hereby established a 

6 district incorporated as a quasi-municipal corporation under the name of the Harrisville Fire District 

7 ("District''). 

8 B. Purposes. The district is incorporated for the purposes of providing fire suppression, aR<i 

9 emergency medical rescue and ambulance services, and furnishing and distributing watef;- light, 

IO and power for the limited purpose of powering and maintaining streetlights. throughout the district 

11 and beyond the same both within and without the district and the town of Burrillville as provided 

12 herein, and for such other purposes as may be deemed necessary, appropriate, or incidental to the 

13 foregoing. 

14 C. Powers. The district may have a common seal, sue and be sued, and enjoy the other 

15 powers generally incident to the quasi-municipal corporation, including the following: 

16 I. To provide fire suppression, emergency medical, rescue and ambulance services within 

17 or without the territorial limits of the district or the town of Burrillville. 

18 2. To 1'"""'"'0, eistributa, ana sell .. a1sr wimie or ·vilheut tho toniterial limits eftho distriat 



er the levs efBelfflll"'il!e. 

2 3. Slll,j oat le the apjlre','lll efthe l'ffi'liO ...;!ities eemmissien and te all "l'!'iieal,lo p!'El'lisiens 

3 of title 39 ef the g8"eral la .. s and aay regi,!a!iea Eh!Ii· pre,m,!gateEI !here ,.a,1.,, le presure, 

4 dismhl<le, aee sell light and I'" ""' witmn the lemlel'ial limits eflhe distriet. 

5 4. To obtain, own, establish, operate, maintain, repair, improve, enlarge, and/or extend any 

6 pipe, eeAElliit, fire apparatus, building, facilities, or property of any kind in order to carry out the 

7 purposes of the district. 

8 5. To acquire, hold, use, lease, sell, transfer and/or dispose of any property, real, personal 

9 or mixed, or any interest therein for its corporate purposes, and to mortgage, pledge, or lease any 

10 such property. 

11 6. To make by-laws for the management and regulation of its affairs. 

12 7. To bonow money for any of its corporate purposes, including the creation and 

13 maintenance of working capital, and to issue negotiable bonds, notes, or other obligations and to 

14 fund or refund the same. 

15 8. To contract in its own name for any lawful purpose deemed necessary to carry out the 

16 purposes of the district. 

17 9. To execute all instruments necessary to carry out the purposes of the district. 

18 10. To enter into cooperative agreements with states, cities, counties, towns, water, or fire 

19 districts within or without the district for the interconnection of facilities and mutual aid or for any 

20 other lawful corporate purposes necessary or desirable to carry out the purposes of the district. 

21 11. To fix rates and collect charges for the use or expansion of the facilities of or services 

22 rendered by or for any waler, oomme<iilies, er ether l<liH!ies services furnished by the district 

23 pursuant to this law, such as to provide revenues sufficient at all times to pay, as the same shall 

24 become due, the principal and interest on the bonds of the district, together with the maintenance 

25 of proper reserves therefor, in addition to paying, as the same shall become due, all operating 

26 expenses of the district together with proper reserves for depreciation, maintenance, expansion, and 

27 contingencies and all other obligations and indebtedness of the district. 

28 12. To levy and collect taxes on the taxable inhabitants of the district to carry out the 

29 purposes of the district in the manner provided in this charter. 

30 13. To exercise the power of eminent domain in the same manner prescribed pursuant to 

31 R.I.G.L. see!ion 39 15 1, et••'½-, er R.I.G.L. section 24-1-1, et seq., in order to acquire property 

32 for the purposes of the district. 

33 14. To do all things necessary or convenient in order to carry out any and all express or 

34 implied purposes and powers of the district granted under this charter. 
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D. Boundaries. The district shall have the boundaries as set forth below and as the same 

2 may be amended from time to time: 

3 All that part of the town of Burrillville starting at a southerly point of the Burrillville and 

4 Glocester town line on Route I 02, northwest to the intersection of Lapham Farm Road and Steere 

5 Farm Road; northeast from said point to the northwest comer of3!5 Central Street, then northerly 

6 to a point one hundred eighty (180) feet west of the intersection of Whipple Avenue and East 

7 Avenue; commencing north approximately 835 feet then turning in an east southeasterly direction 

8 to the intersection of Spring Lake Road, Joslin Road and Branch River; following the Branch River 

9 in a northeasterly direction to the Nasonville Fire District line; then turning in a northwesterly 

IO direction along the Nasonville Fire District to the southeast corner of Lot 1, Map 8; tum westerly 

I I 263.48 feet along the southern boundary of Lot!, Map 8; then northerly 332.62 feet; then westerly 

12 1,119.17 feet along said lot I, Map 8 and along the southerly boundary of Lot 3 Map 7; then north 

I 3 83.80 feet to the Massachusetts state line, said point being the northwest comer of the Nasonville 

14 Fire District boundary, and following said line due west to a point three hundred (300) feet beyond 

15 Round Top Road; due southeast to the comer of Hill Road and Centennial Street; bordering the 

16 Pascoag Fire District line, southerly through the intersection of Union Avenue and Oak Street to a 

17 point nine hundred twenty-three (923) feet west of Memorial Bridge on Main Street, Pascoag; due 

18 southeast from this point to the intersection of Mowry Street and Lapham Farm Road, continue 

19 southeast along the Pascoag Fire District line to the Glocester town line; due east on said line to the 

20 point of beginning, as recorded at the Harrisville Fire District office. 

21 (b) Management and Officers 

22 A. Operating Committee - Establishment. 

23 I. Except as otherwise provided herein, all the powers of the district shall be vested in and 

24 exercised by an operating committee elected by the electors of the district and consisting of seven 

25 (7) members who shall be residents and electors of the district and chosen as follows: at the first 

26 annual meeting following the passage of this charter, two (2) members shall be elected for one (I) 

27 year, two (2) members for two (2) years, and three (3) members for three (3) years; and, thereafter, 

28 as the terms of the members expire, there shall be elected two (2) or three (3) members as the case 

29 maybe. 

30 2. Any vacancy that may occur in the operating committee shall be filled by a majority vote 

31 of that committee, and the person so elected shall serve until the next annual or special meeting of 

32 the district, at which time an election shall be held to fill the remainder of the unexpired term of the 

33 departed member. 

34 B. Powers of the Operating Committee. The operating committee shall be responsible for 
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the overall management of the district. It shall have charge and control of all property of the district 

2 and shall have full authority to exercise all the powen and functions necessary to cury out the 

3 purposes of the district. The operating committee's responsibilities shall include the following: 

4 I. To make a full and complete report at esch annual meeting of the district of the 

5 operations of the district and such other events and transactions as it may deem necessary and 

6 appropriate. 

7 2. To prepare and submit a proposed budget and tax levy for all operations of the district 

8 ell!.- lhaa !he water deparlm8Bt for approval by the electors of the district at the annual meeting. 

9 3. Te prepllN 11116 !lltbmit a prepesed hudge! 11116 aalieipaled ..., etives ef the waler 

IO dep-1 fer eppN '611,y !he eleeleFS ef !he diome! al Iha wl meeting. . 

11 4. To insert new items or increase any items in the budgets of the district whenever the 

12 same may be deemed necessary or convenient, provided no budget may be exceeded by more than 

13 2.S% without prior approval of the district at a special meeting. 

14 S. To have control of all fire apparatus belonging to the district except when under the 

IS control of the fire chief as provided herein. 

16 6. To appoint a fire chief, lllj!erinteBdeRt eflhe water depa-tm11l11 oollector of taxes, and 

17 such other offJ.Cers and employees as it shall deem necessary to conduct the business of the district, 

18 which said appointees, officer,, and employees shall act under the direction and control of the 

19 operating committee, and to fix their salaries. 

20 7. To employ a certified public accountant to annually audit all accounts of the district. 

21 8. To act as a board of abatement with power to abate any district taxes, upon 

22 recommendation of the district board of assessors established herein and in acoordance with 

23 applicable law. 

24 9. To act as the board of canvassers for the district and prepare the voting list to be used at 

25 any annual or special meeting of the district. 

26 I 0. To make appointments to fill any vacancies on the operating committee or district 

27 offices until the next annual or special meeting of the district. 

28 C. Officen. 

29 I. The officers of the district shall include a moderator, clerk, and three (3) assessors, who 

30 shall comprise the district board of assessors. The duties and powers of said officers shall be such 

31 as other officers of towns in this -e. All officer,, must be residents and electors of the district. 

32 2. The: assessors shall be elected as follows: at the first annual meeting following the 

33 passage: of this charter, one (I) assessor shall be elected for one (I) year, one (1) assessor shall be 

34 elected for two (2) years and one (l) assessor shall be elected for three (3) years; and thereafter, as 
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the terms of the assessors expire, one (I) assessor shall be elected each year for a term of three (3) 

2 years. 

3. Unless otherwise provided in the by-laws of the district, all other officers shall be elected 

4 at the annual meeting of the district to hold office for a term of one (I) year or until a successor is 

5 elected and qualified. Vacancies occurring in any office may be filled for the unexpired term by 

6 the operating committee. 

7 4. The chairperson shall oversee the day-to-day operation of the district personnel and shall 

8 make aoy determinations necessary to maintain satisfactory operation, should a situation that 

9 requires immediate attention to avoid interruptions to the district occur. 

10 ( c) Electors and Meetings 

11 A. Electors. The inhabitants of the district qualified and registered to vote for elected 

12 offices in the town of Burrillville shall be tbe electors of the district and shall be eligible to vote 

13 and act at any annual or special meeting of the district. 

14 B. Annual Meeting. The annual meeting of the district shall be held on the second Tuesday 

15 of August in each year. 

16 C. Notice. All meetings, whether annual or special, shall be held at some suitable place 

17 within the territorial limits of the district. All such meetings shall be publicized by posting notices 

18 thereof in at least five (5) public places in the district, not less than one week prior to the date on 

19 which such meeting is called. Notice shall also be published not less than one week prior to the 

20 meeting in a public newspaper which is published daily and has a circulation within the town of 

21 Burrillville. It shall be the duty of the clerk or the moderator to call a special meeting upon written 

22 application signed by twelve (12) electors of the district or upon the order of the operating 

23 committee. Whenever the subject of ordering a tax or an amendment to this charter is to be acted 

24 upon, the same shall be so stated in the notice; provided, that notice of an annual meeting need not 

25 mention that a tax levy is to be acted upon. 

26 D. Voting List. The voting list tee !Q be used at any annual or special meeting shall be 

27 canvassed by the operating committee not more than forty-five (45) nor less than five (5) days 

28 before the date of any such meeting. In preparing the district voting list, the operating committee, 

29 sitting as the board of canvassers, shall canvas and correct the district voting list in the same 

30 manner, or as near as may be, as provided by law for boards of canvassers of towns in this state; 

31 provided, nevertheless, that it may rely upon the most recent registered voting list of the district as 

32 compiled and maintained by the town of Burrillville. 

33 E. Quorum. Ten (10) electors shall be deemed to constitute a quorum for any meeting. 

34 F. Procedure 
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I. Upon the demand of at least one-fifth of the electors present at any district meeting, any 

2 pending motion, resolution, or matter, other than a motion to adjourn or to amend a pending motion, 

3 resolution, or matter, shall be called for a vote by the moderator. 

4 2. The clerk shall keep and maintain minutes of any meeting of the district, which shall 

5 include the results of any votes taken. The minutes shall be read and approved by a vote taken at 

6 the next annual or special meeting of the district. 

7 3. Except as otherwise provided in the by-laws of the district, a majority of electors present 

and voting at any meeting of the district shall be necessary to approve any motion, resolution, or 

9 matter called to vote. 

l 0 4. In the event that any elector shall desire to present any motion, resolution, or matter at 

11 an annual meeting of the district that would require the appropriation of money, said elector shall 

12 first present said motion, resolution, or matter to the operating committee at the advertised public 

13 meeting of the operating committee scheduled immediately before the date of the annual meeting 

14 of the district. In the event that said motion, resolution, or matter is rejected by the operating 

15 committee, the elector may then present the same motion, resolution, or matter at the annnal 

16 meeting under new business, provided said elector files in writing a copy of said motion, resolution, 

17 or matter with the operating committee at least ninety six (96) hours prior to the annual meeting. 

18 In the event any motion, resolution, or matter is proposed at an annual meeting without first 

19 complying with the aforesaid prerequisites, said motion, resolution, or matter shall be ruled out of 

20 order. 

21 5. The district may enact such by-laws as it deems necessary and appropriate for the 

22 regulation and conduct of its meetings as provided herein. 

23 (d) Taxation 

24 A. Authorization. 

25 1. At any meeting of the district, the electors of the district shall have the power to order 

26 such taxes and provide for assessing and collecting the same on the ratable real estate and tangible 

27 personal property in the district, including an excise tax on motor vehicles in accordance with 

28 R.I.G.L. section 44-34-1, et seq., and as the same may be amended from time to time, as they shall 

29 deem necessary to carry out the purposes of the district as provided herein. Af any such meeting, 

30 the electors shall also be empowered to authorize the board of assessors to impose a minimum tax 

31 of not less than $25.00 to be applied to any ratable real estate and tangible personal property, the 

32 assessment for which would be less than the minimum tax at the uniform assessed rate. 

33 2. Such taxes so ordered shall be assessed by the board of assessors of the district on the 

34 taxable inhabitants thereof and the property therein according to the last valuation made by the 
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assessors of the town of Burrillville, adding however, any tax from property which may have been 

2 omitted by said town assessors or afterwards acquired, and in all cases where the town assessors 

3 have included property within and without the district in one valuation, the assessors of the district 

4 shall make an equitable valuation of thst portion of said property lying within the district. 

5 3. The operating committee, or those appointed by the operating committee are also 

6 empowered to enter into binding agreements with adjacent - fire districts relative to the 

7 reasonable and equitable apportionment of taxes assessed on properties located along their shared 

8 boundaries. 

9 4. In assessing and collecting said taxes, the officers of the district shall conduct such 

JO proceedings and follow such procedures as the law requires be followed by the corresponding 

11 officers of towns in assessing and collecting town taxes, to the extent practicable. 

12 5. The district may provide for such deduction from any tax assessed if paid by an 

13 appointed time, or for such penalty by way of percentage of the tax if not paid at the appointed 

14 time, not exceeding eighteen percent (18%) per annum, as it may deem necessary to insure punctual 

15 payment. The district may also include liens and/ or legal fees required to collect said payments. 

I 6 B. Assessment. 

17 I. The district operating committee shall annually levy and assess a tax at such a rate so 

18 as to provide revenue sufficient to pay all operating expenses together with any other items set forth 

19 in the budget for the current year, on all property within the limits of the district, or belonging to 

20 the residents thereof, which is liable to taxation under this charter, said levy and assessment to be 

21 made by the operatingcommitteeonorbeforeAugust 15th in each year. The operating committee, 

22 upon completing the assessment for the year, shall date and sign the same. 

23 2. The tax assessed shall be due and payable on or before October I st in each year and all 

24 taxes remaining unpaid on October 31st in each year shall thereafter bear interest at a rate 

25 established by the operating committee. 

26 3. The tax rate shall be based on the assessment ofreal and personal property of the taxable 

27 inhabitants of the district as compiled and maintained by the town of Burrillville and described in 

28 the tax rolls, except as otherwise provided herein. Exemptions as described in the town tax rolls 

29 shall be honored, but the amount in each category is to be determined by the operating committee. 

30 C. Collection. 

31 I. The collector of taxes, shall give his or her bond with corporate surety in an amount and 

32 form satisfactory to the operating committee, the premiums for which shall be paid by the district. 

3 3 2. Upon the commitment to him or her of the assessment, the collector shall collect all taxes 

34 levied and assessed, said taxes to be payable on or before such time as provided herein or as the 
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district may detennine. The collector of taxes shall proceed on behalf of the district in accordance 

2 with applicable law to collect all taxes assessed and unpaid as of October 1st of each year. The 

3 collector of taxes shall close his or her books on the last day of September in each year. 

4 3. The collector shall thereafter prepare and submit at the annual meeting, or at a special 

5 meeting if called upon to do so by a vote of the district, an annual report, audited by a certified 

6 public acoountanl and confirmed and approved by the operating committee, descnoing the 

7 condition of the district finances and the receipts and expenditures for the fiscal year preceding the 

8 meeting. 

9 4. The collector of taxes for the district shall have the same powers and authority as are 

10 conferred by law on collectors of taxes in the towns ofthi:i state. 

11 D. Imposition offees in lieu of taxes. 

12 I. The operating committee shall have the power to determine an amount of taxes or fees 

13 to be imposed in lieu of taxes to be paid each year on account of the real or pemonal property used 

14 in coMection with any facility for the generation of electricity located in the district, 

IS notwithstanding the valuation of such property or the rate of tax. Such determination shall be for a 

16 period not to exceed twenty-five (25) years. Any fees payable hereunder shall constitute a lien on 

17 the property and shall bear interest and be otherwise collectible as may be provided in any contract 

18 or agreement 

19 2. The operating committee shall be vested with the power and authority to enter into any 

20 contract or agreement regarding the amount of taxes or fees to be imposed in lieu of taxes upoo any 

21 facility for the generation of electricity located in the district Such contract or agreement may 

22 contain such terms and conditions as the operating committee, in its sole discretion, shall deem 

23 necessary and appropriate, including, but not limited to, a provision indemnifying the owner or 

24 lessors of such real or personal property used in connection with any facility for the generation of 

25 electricity from third parties claiming payments for any reason, including the provision of fire 

26 suppression and emergency medical and ambulance services or such other services as the district 

27 may provide. 

28 3. All prior agreements between the district and the owner or lessors of such real or penooal 

29 property used in connection with any facility for the generation of electricity or actions taken in 

30 connection therewith are hereby ratified in all respects. 

31 ~ Fire Department 

32 A. Fire department - Establishments. The district shall have the power to establish, in such 

33 form of entity as it may deem appropriate, a fire department for the purposes of providing fire 

34 suppression, aa4 emergency medi~ and ambulance services as provided in this charter. 
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The operating committee may appoint and employ as many persons, including officen;, and make 

2 any and all provisions or by-laws for the purpose of organizing, establishing, and operating the fire 

3 department as it may deem necessary and appropriate. 

4 B. Fire Chief. 

S 1. The chief of the fire department shall be appointed for a tenn of three (3) years by and 

6 under the direction and control of the operating committee. The chief shall be responsible for 

7 supervising the day to day affain and operation of the fire department. 

8 2. The fire chief shall be in sole command of fire department personnel, apparatus, and 

9 equipment from the time they leave the fire station and until they return, and only the chief shall 

10 direct orders to the officers and personnel of the fire department when so deployed. Ji: due to illness, 

11 absence or for any other cause, the chief is unable to act, the senior officer of the department shall 

12 assume all the duties of the chief. 

13 3. The operating committee shall consult with the cbiefwitb respect to the purchase offue 

14 apparatus or major equipment purchases. 

IS 4. Th.e •"'l'eriBl&eat ef Ille we&er depMtm:&t &ball BO!if) the ehlef ef MY ee&dilien er 

16 silllaliee thst 11 elllil ee.4aeger prep~ withie the distfiel m Ille 8'•eBI effin, er ether ame,gORe,, 

17 C. Emergency powers. At any fire or emergency, the chief; or in his or her absence, the 

18 senior officer, shall have the power to take any and all action deemed necessary and appropriate to 

19 stop the progress of any fire, to suppress all disturbances and maintain order, to order any or all 

20 persons to leave the vicinity of any fire, and to command from the inhabitants of the district all 

21 necessary assistance in suppressing the fue and preserving and protecting life and property, and 

22 any person violating such an order may be prosecuted and subject to the same penalties as provided 

23 in section (g) B. below. 

~ l<,ffi~~ .. gllJ!-

2S A. \\~er IIIIJ!- BlltahliohmeBI. Th.e di&lriat aliall lllwe the p8'11 er le eatalilieh, m 

26 111eh fem ef eBlily as it me, delR! apprepriale, a maier d11J!-IBI fer lhe JMIIP9H ef l'ff'&IIRlli, 

27 ~ and sellieg mat11£ as )'fflYided m this 8Mfl11£. The eperetieg eemmtltee BIB) IIJ!peiBI 

28 aed 11Rpley as !HIii!) perseRS ieeludieg effieere, att<I malo• aey aed all !'ff' ~oi8BII er l,~ laws fer Ille 

29 P"'l'•oe efe,,gaeillieg; oetahliehieg, and eperatieg lhe11ater dop- as it may iileem R08181l9fY 

30 aed IIJ!prepAa!e. 

31 B. 811periB11Rdeat. Th.e 1111perint1Hd8BI efthe waler dep- shall he appeiBlod hy aed 

32 wder the di~ee and eeelrel oflho eperatieg eommillee, Th.e 111periBleedeel shall be re&pewla 

33 fer eupllFYisillg lhe ilay le ilay affairs aed eperatioe efthe waler dep-•. 

34 C, l>is!not -• boa 
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I. 'Rio epOfalieg eemmitlee shall SOP'S as die aiBlfiet waler bear<! &Bd lae reepaesihle filr 

2 9'serell maRAgement &Bd e8Btfel efdie male! dflllllRllk!IH. 

3 D. Nan IHB!lriminalien iB Allee, The priae ohafged le 01Hside 911Stemer9, pe! llllit ef-, 

4 ohall aet 1,o g,,ealer lhan !he priae elwged le dislriel 8111118- filr !he 11111110 IHlil ef"ll alef. 

S 8. Bllekioi!i•e right le olietrila1He. The dialriet shall ha,, e !he O!iekioi <e ,igill le disl9.1Nle &Bd 

6 ehargo a fee fer &By .. aler er waler SIIJ'l'IY ii pre811E98 er 8etaiae. 

7 F. Water ehargea 1111 Ilea. The ewner af &By lle119e, 1auildi11g, lenllRIOBI, 8£ ealale ohall lae 

8 liahle filr !he pa)- ef!he priee er MRI er ral"" find lay !he dtelriel fer !he 1198 ef .. Iller NRtished 

9 lay !he :Ji&lriel le !he a ,....,. er 8""'1j!BBI ef !he lielie&; lmil:Jiog; leo111Beat1 er -•; 111d the priee, 

10 f8Bt, er Rites sliall lae a li8!l 11pen !he heuse, lauiWiag. lealRllenl, .8£ -e iB die aame way &Bd 

11 manaer as le!lee aeeeseeEI en real eslale 0!8 liw, anEI; if ne1 paid ae ""l'lflB lly die dtelriet, shall 

12 lie eeU1e11d iB !he aame 111&DBer Iha! le!loe assoeooa en real eel!Ka are l,y ....,. eeUaelod; pre•Mall. 

13 he"ll'"''er, that !he llielriel lll8Y ell8fge imareel en delia<tlleat peymeate Ille Nie 9f net Dll!N lhan 

14 oigllleea p8f81Bt (18¾) per BDBUtB; all iB eeee,!laase wilh R.l,Q.I., aeeliea l!I U 12, 

15 Q,{gl By-laws 

16 A. General. The district may enact any and all by-laws deemed necessaiy and appropriate 

17 to cany out its pwposes as provided in this charter; provided, that no greater penalty may be 

18 imposed than is prescribed in section (g) B. below, and that the same not be in violation of or 

19 repugnant to this charter or any laws of this state. 

20 B. Emergencies. The district shall have the power to enact by-laws prescribing the duties 

21 of the inhabitants of the district during a fire or other emergcocy and fur the pwpose of enforcing 

22 the commands of fin: department officers with n:spect to suppressing disorder, guarding or 

23 removing property, or rendering other services in time of fire, and also for the protection of-

24 pipee, ~ dren!G, safely vawes, "ll ale! gatea BP elher apparatus or property of the district, and for any 

25 breach of such by-laws may provide a penalty not exceeding a fine of one thousand dollars ($1,000) 

26 to be recovered for the use of the district, or imprisonment fur a term not exceeding thirty (30) days, 

27 which said penalties may be enforced by prosecution on complaint of any officer of said fin: 

28 department before any court of competent juriadiction. Any such prosecution must first be 

29 authorized and approved by the operating committee. 

30 (H)(h} Bonds and other obligations. 

31 A. Power to issue bonds and other instruments of indebtedness. The district shall have the 

32 power and authority to issue bonds and any other instruments of indebtedness and to secun: the 

33 payment of the same in any manner and subject to such terms and conditions as may be deemed 

34 necessary and appropriate and set forth in the resolution authorizing said bonds or other instruments 
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of indebtedness. The operating committee shall authorize the issuance of any bonds or other 

2 instruments of indebtedness in a resolution, which shall thereafter be approved by the electors of 

3 the district at any annual or special meeting. Any bonds or other instruments of indebtedness shall 

4 be signed by the clerk or any member of the operating committee designated in the resolution 

5 authorizing the same and shall bear the seal of the district or a facsimile thereof. 

6 B. Limitation on alteration of powers of the district. The state doei hereby pledge to and 

7 agree with the holders of the bonds and other instruments of indebtedness of the district that the 

state shall not limit or alter rights hereby vested in the district until the bonds or other instruments 

9 of indebtedness, together with interest thereon, and all costs and expenses in connection with any 

IO actions or proceedings by or on behalf of the holders thereof, are fully met and discharged or 

11 otherwise provided for. 

12 fl1ill Eminent Domain. 

13 A. Authorization to take private property. In order to carry out the purposes of this charter, 

14 the district shall have and enjoy all the authority and power conferred by the provisions~ 

15 Soo!iee 39 IS I, et ••'l:·, entitled "Water S"J'jll;<," as the same Ina;' be ameooe<I oom 1;,,,,, te time, 

16 er,;,. !he altemati, e, !he elistriot ma;< eleet te alilil!e the llJl!! procedures for condemnation set forth 

17 in R.I.G.L. Section 24-1-1, et seq., entitled "Laying Out and Taking by Cities and Towns," as the 

18 same may be amended from time to time. When utilizing the condemnation procedures pursuant to 

19 eithef.-ef the foregoing provisions, the district shall have all the authority and power of and be 

20 subject to all the duties and liabilities imposed upon electors of towns, towns, or town councils by 

21 said provisions. 

22 B. IHStallatioa aaa maimonaaoe efpijlos aHd a!her •!'!'•!'!ltas. The dislriot ma;<, wi!hia aad 

23 wi!hoat !he llistriet aed !he te»,e ef :llllfrilh;llo 3"d alae wi.ti,eet the eoasilftt ef !he tew<>, install, 

24 make, eoestruGt, aaa maietaie pipea, •'!"edaet5, eemluils, maehinery, er ether "'l"ip,>IB!lt er 

25 awliaaees, er 8'¼fueme the same ta be Ilene, &Hd ,egula!e the l>!leel th.efeof to tl!o ""'""t doemeel 

26 aeeessary er •W•0flriate le •~· OHi the pHfjleses ef the diskist. The pemer eoef8ffed "I'"" the 

27 elistriot by !his pm'lisioo shall inel~de the aathorify te earry any v, e<l<s le l!e eeaslmstea e•,•er er 

28 eeter "I'"" a!l<! ""••··ate •mler ea; hlgh\ 'II)', tlimf'ike, milread, etfee!, er ether pal,lie w•~ fer !he 

29 pliFfle&e ef leoatiag, laymg, eeestraaling, lmileing, iHetalliag, 0fl•raliag, mainlaieiag, alteriag, 

30 "'!'•iring er F"!'l&eiHg any pijles, appliaaees er e!her s""h apparams, apoe or 1,..,eath !he lil.lffilee, 

31 ia saeh a mamt:ef" se as net te perme.Remly eSetruot free tfl'iPJel thellee:a. lB eK:e.Foisiag the pemer 

32 g,aated \!llGer !his p,o·iaiea, tho distriet shall, """ept ifl emergeesies, pm'lide ad.,..,...e ooli•• te 

33 and olherwise ••0Jlorale aacl eee,dinate with the tSWR le O!lS\11'0 !hat any s11sh illS!allatien er 

34 """"''atioe shall lie earrie<I oot w-i!h reasenable aisjlateli and wi!h •• little in!erfereaes wi!h aR<l 
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i&eBR'fenieBee la Iha Pigh!a oflhe puelie ea may lie feaeillle. The disllie! aliall NllleN lll!Y lligliway, 

2 WHIJ>ike, R>ilfoae, etFeet, or elher puelie way as B89f' as may lie paaaill!e lo ils oFigina! ee&eitio& ef 

3 safely and u!iljt,y after ~- e11eli. ieslallaliell er e,cee ali81l> 

4 ~ Miscellancous. 

5 A. Tax exemption. It is hereby declared that the district and the carrying out of its corporate 

6 puzposes are in all respects for the benefit of the people of the state, and for the improvement of 

7 their health, safety, welfare, and prosperity, and that the district will be performing essential 

8 governmental functions in the exercise of the powers conferred by this charter. Accordingly, the 

9 district shall be required to pay no taxes or assessments llr sums in lieu of taxes to the state or any 

IO political subdivision thereof upon _any of the property acquired by it or. under its jurisdiction, 

11 control, possession, or supervision or upon its activities or operations or upon any earnings, 

12 revenues, moneys, or other income derived by the district, and that the bonds issued by the district 

13 and any income therefrom shall at all times be exempt from taxation. 

14 B. Costs of collection. In addition to any other swns to which it may be entitled in 

15 accordance with this charter and applicable law, in any action or proceeding to collect taxes 

16 assessed or fees imposed in accordance with this charter, the district shall be entitled to also collect 

17 the reasonable costs of collection, including attorneys fees. 

18 C. Public customers - Non-discrimination. The district shall charge any city, COUDly, town, 

19 or water or fire district for the use of any facility of or services rendered by or any wateE, 

20 commodities, or other utilities furnished to it by the district at rates applicable to other consumers 

21 of such utilities or services. 

22 D. Not public utility. Notwithstanding the definition set forth in R.LG.L. Section 39-1-

23 2(20), and as the same may be amended from time to time, the district shall not be considered a 

24 "public utility" otherwise subject to regulation in accordance with applicable Jaw, aa Jong as the 

25 price cbarged to outside customers per unit of wateE, light, or power limited to streetlights is not 

26 greater than the pFieee l!!l£ll charged to district customers for the ssme unit of wateE, light, or power 

27 limited to streetlights. 

28 E. Open meetings Jaw. The district shall comply with the state Open Meetings Law, 

29 R.I.G.L. Section 42-46-1, et seq., and as the same may be amended from time to time. 

30 F. Access to public records. The district shall comply with the state Access to Public 

31 Records Act, R.LG.L. Section 38-2-1, ct seq., and as the aame may be amended from time to time. 

32 G. Award of contracts. The district shall comply with the state Award of Municipal 

33 Contracts Act, Rl.G.L. Section 45-55-1, et seq., and as the same may be amended ft-om time to 

34 time. 
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H. Continuation of district. Any act, resolution, contract, employment, and/or any other 

obligation, matter, or thing undertaken by the district in accordance with its charter as originally 

granted, and as the same has been amended from time to time, shall be deemed to be continued and 

in full force and effect under the terms of the charter as amended and granted herein. 

I. Amendment. This charter may be amended by a majority of electors present and voting 

at any annual or special meeting of the district, provided noticed thereof states that amendment to 

the charter shall be considered at such meeting. An amendment to the charter shall be effective only 

upon passage of an act by the general assembly amending the charter in conformity with such prior 

vote of the district. 

SECTION 2. Title .45 of the General Laws entitled "TOWNS AND CITIES" is hereby 

amended by adding thereto the following chapter: 

CHAPTER 39.2 

CLEAR RIVER ELECTRIC AND WATER DISTRICT 

45-39.2-1. Short title. 

This act shall be known and may be cited as the "Clear River Electric and Water District # 

Act of2024." 

45-39.2-2. Definitions. 0J ~ 
Terms used in this chapter shall be construed as follows, unless another meaning is \~\tU.\;,( 

expressed or is clearly apparent from the language or context: v 

(I l "Electric and water district" means the Clear River electric and water district. a quasi-

municipal conioration. district1and political subdivision of the state established and empowered by 

this chapter to: 

(i} Succeed to and fulfill the electric and water utility functions, powers, rights, property 

and obligations heretofore held and fulfilled by the Pascoag utility district and Harrisville fire 

district water department es defined above and not to include the fire protection, suppression1 and 

prevention functions or the emergency medical, rescue1and ambulance services of the Harrisville 

fire district. 

/ii) Exercise certain additional powers as a water supplier. an electric distribution com~~ 

and as a nonregulated power producer: and 

/iii} To provide additional utilitv services not inconsistent with the duties, Powe7and 

obligations of the electric end water district as defined in this section. 

(2) "Fire district" means the Harrisville fire district created by the act passed as chapter 

637 of the Public Laws of 1910, entitled "An Act to Incorporate the Harrisville fire district" as 

thereafter amended and supplemented from time to time. 
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(3) "Fire protection assets" means that real property, facilities. equipment, statutory rights 

2 and privileges, and other tangible or intangible property of any kind whatever used in. or useful to, 

3 

4 

s 

6 

7 

8 

9 

11 

12 

13 

14 

the conduct of the fire protection, suppression and prevention operations and/or the emergency 

medical, rescue and ambulance services conducted prior to, on and after January I. 2025. by the 

fire district. 

( 4) "Pascoag utility district" means that quasi-municipal corporation, djstrigt and political 

subdivision of the state established by and through JLL. 2001, ch. 12, § I. effective April 4, 

200 l. to have and succeed to the utility powers and functions held and exercised prior to that date 

by the Pascoag Fire Djstrict. 811 established under the act passed at the May session 1887, entitled 

• An kt to Incorporate the Pascoag Fire Distrig" as thereafter amended and supplemaited from 

time to time. and further having such additional powen rigbta, and functions as set forth in title 45 

chapter ss~ o~ t; tk'-\S,_ 

(Sl "Oualified voter" means any person whose name appean on an active account with the 

Clear River electric and water district and who resides in the villages served by Clear River electric 

IS and water distri\1t or owns property in the villages served by Clear River electric and water district. 

16 161 "Utility assets" means that real property, penrogaI property rights in any real and 

17 personal property, tacilities, equipment contract rigbta, statutory rights and privileges, franchises 

18 and other tangible or intangt"'ble property of any kind whatever used in. or useful to. the conduct of 

19 the electric and water utility operations conducted prior to January I. 2025, by the Pascoag utility 

20 district and the Hanisville tire district, and on and after January 1, 2025, by the Clear River electric 

21 and water district. 

22 (71 "Utility bond obligations" means the obligations rcpn:scmted by and inhaeot in any 

23 revenue or general obligation bond issued by the Pascoag utility djstrigt and Hanisville fire district 

24 prior to January 1, 202S for the purpose of financing any aspect of its electric or water utility 

25 system or operations which obligations remain outstanding in any part as of1anuary 1 2025. 

26 {8l "Utility service area" means that geographic area located within the boundaries of the 

27 Pascoag fire district, 811 defined above and the Hanisville fire district as defined above and the 

28 geographic area located within the boundaries of any other fire district that may be served by the 

29 Clear River electric and water district from time to time. 

30 45-39.2-3. Purpose. 

31 This chapter is intended to: 

32 (a) Establish the Clear River electric and water district 811 the successor to the utility 

33 functions fulfilled prior to January I. 202S, by the Pascoag utility district and the Harrisville fire 

34 distrig; 
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(b) Provide for the order! v separation and transfer of those utility functions and related 

utility assets and utilitv bond obligations {without impairment thereoQ from the Pascoag utility 

district and the public water supply functions of the Harrisville fire district to the electric and water 

district; 

{£_) Provide for the retention and fulfillment of the fire protection and emergency medical 

and rescue functions and fire protection assets of the Harrisville fire district by the fire district: and 

@ Authorize and enable the electric and water district lo provide such other utility 

products and services as may be authorized. from time to time. by the electric and water district"s 

board ofutilitv commissioners. 

45-39.2-4. Clear River electric and water district established. 

There is hereby created a quasi-municipal corporation. district and political subdivision of 

the state to be known as the Clear River electric and water district. the boundaries of which shall 

be coterminous with the boundaries of the utilitv service area of the Pascoae Fire District. as 

established under the act passed at the May session 1887. entitled • An Act to Incorporate the 

Pascoag Fire District" as thereafter amended and supplemented from time to time and such other 

areas as provided for by this chapter and the boundaries of the utility service area of the Harrisville 

fire district as established in and bv chapter 637 of the Public Laws of 1910. as thereafter amended 

and supplemented from time to time. and such other areas as provided for bv this chaptec. The . £) 
electric and water district shall. upon January I. 2025. have and succeed to the utility powers and ~/ l)\ 
functions heretofore held and exercised by the Pascoag Fire District and the Harrisville fire district. I_ ~ 
and shall furthec have and be entitled to exercise the additional powers. riclitsjand functions set (, \a_s-\1 '\ 

forth in this chapter. 

23 45-39.2-5. Board of utilitv commissioners of the Clear River electric and water district 

24 established. 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

Thece is heceby created a board to be known as the board of utilitv commissioners of the 

Clear River electric and water district. The powers of the electric and water district as set forth in 

this chapter. or conferred on the electric and water district by operation of this chapter. shall be 

vested in and exercised by a maiority of the members of the board of utility commissionecs then in 

office: provided. however. that the board of utility commissioners in its discretion may delegate 

executive functions lo general managers. by resolution. rule)°r otherwise. 

45-39.2-6. Membership of board of commissioners. 

{a) The board of utilitv commissioners shall consist of not more than seven (7) nor Jess 

than five /5) members. Four (4) members of the board shall constitute a quorum and a vote offour 

( 4 l members shall be necessary for all action taken by the board unless the board consists of only 
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five (5) members, in which case three (3) members shall.constitute a quorum and a vote of three 

(3) members shall be necessarv for all action taken by the board. No vacancy in the membership of 

the board shall impair the right of a quorum to exercise all the rights and perform all the duties of 

the board. The initial members of the board of utility commissioners shall be comprised of three \ fJ 

(3) members of the utility commissioners currentlv holding office under the auspices of the Pascoag ~ 

utilitv district! three (3) members of the operating committee of the Harrisville fire district (to bet,\i(\t '-\ 

selected by the Harrisville fire district operating committeelj and one member to be elected by 

qualified voters at a special election. The tenns of such initial board members shall be three (3) 

vears for one member elected and the most senior member from the Pascoag utility district and the 

Harrisville fire district. and a two~ yea~~erm for the next most senior member of each and one­

year term for the third most senior member of each. each of whom shall continue to serve until their 

initial tenns expire. Thereafter, the members of the board of utility commissioners of the Clear 

River electric and water district shall be elected for a term of three (3) years bv ballot of qualified 

voters otherwise eligible to vote in the annual or special election in succeeding vears. 

(b) The members of the board of utilitv commissioners. moderator) or clerk shall be 

residents of the villages of Pascoag. Harrisville, or Oakland. Such residents of the villages of 

Pascoag, HarrisviUef!!d Oakland and whose name appears on an active account with the Clear 

River electric and water district shall be eligible to be a candidate for election to any one of the ;() 

above offices: provided, however. that they shall first have filed a declaration of candidacy with\\ (j, ~ '\ 
the secretary of the board ofutilitv commissioners not later than thirty (30) calendar days prior lo t\1 ~ 
the scheduled date of the election through which such person seeks to be elected. In the event of a 

vacancy occurring on the board of utilitv commissioners. moderato5 or clerl:: by reason of death. 

23 resignation pr other cause. the board itself may select an eligible candidate to fill the vacancy until 

24 the next annual election. 

25 ( c) The board of utility commissioners shall elect each year from among its members: 

26 ( I) A chairperson. who shall chair and moderate meetings of the board of utility 

27 commissioners and shall execute such other authorities and duties as the board may provid~ 

28 (2) A vice chairperson who shall assume all duties of the chairperson in the chairperson's 

29 absence; and 

30 (3) A secretary, who shall maintain minutes of the meetinas of the board of utility 

31 commissioners, provide notice of the meetings in accordance with law, and shall have such otha 

32 duties as the board of utility commissioners may determine. 

33 The board of utility commissioners shall appoint a treasurer, who may be a member of the 

34 board or a general or special employee of the electric and water district, and who shall have charge 
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and control of the money and deposits of the electric and water district. 

I dl The board of utility commissioners shall establish and adopt bylaws for the 

management and conduct of the electric and water district's affairs, and other aspects of the 

governance of the electric and water district not otherwise controlled by this chapter. Pending the 

adoption of the bylaws. the board of utility commissioners shall be deemed to have adopted, and 

shall conduct the board's businesa in accordance with. those portions of the bylaws of the Pascoag ~ 

utility district. 

{el In order to ensure that the status of the electric and water district as a quasi-municipal 

corporation, district,and political subdivision of the state does not pn:judice its ability to contribute ~ s-\ l ~ 
to the development of effective competition in the electricity and communications industries in the ~ 
state, it is specifically found and determined that 

(I) Strategic business planning records of the electric and water district /including without 

limitation business plans. draft contracts. proposals, financial analyses) and othq similar 

docwnentsl shall not be subject to the disclosun: requirements of chapter 2 of title 38 unless the 

same materials in comparable cin:umstances in the hands of an investor--OW11ed utility would be 

subject to disclosun: under other laws of the state: and 

{2) Strategic business planning discussions of the board of utility commissioners, including 

such discussions with electric and water district employees or consultants. are deemed to fall within 

19 the circumstances defined in§ 42-46-Sla}(7l. 

20 45-39.2-7. Compensadon of the board - Employees of the eleetrk and water district. 

21 (a) Each member of the board of utility commissioners shall be entitled to receive 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

compensation of not less than twenty-five dollars ($2S.OO} per year and not more than thn:e 

thousand dollars ($3,000) per year for attendance at scheduled and tpeCial meetings of the board 

of utility commissioners. and shall be entitled to reimbursement of the actual and necessary 

expenses incurred in the pqformance of their official duties. The salaries. conwensatioti, and 

expenses of alt members and officers of the board. and all employees and agents of the electric and 

water district. shalt be paid solely out of funds of the electric and water district. No part of the 

earnings of the electric and water district shall inun: to the benefit of any private person. 

(bl The board shall appoint general managers and may enter into employment contracts 

with its executive employees. The board shalt have the authority to approve employee benefit plans, 

including fringe benefits such as. but not limited to. pension and health and disability and other 

(cl No member of the board of utility commissionen shall directly or indirectly engage or 

participate in the proceeds of any contract or agreement to supply anything of value or receive 
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anything of value from the electric and water district. The prohibition set forth in this subsection 

2 may be waived by a vote offive (5) members of the board of utility commissioners, if and only if 

3 the board of utility commissioners shall have first obtained an opinion of the attorney general and/or 

4 the Rhode Island ethics commission based on full disclosure of all n:levant facts that the waiver 

s 
6 

7 

does not contravene state law and is otherwise in the best interests of the consumers served by the f 
electric and water district. f\ \ 

Id) The board of utility commissioners may elect to accept the provisions of chapter 21 of \\ i 
~,~fi'" ,~ 8 • <'Tiletirement of Municipal Employees") by resolution, the acceptancc to be forwarded to l, \ 3. ( X 

9 the state retirement board by the board of utility commissioners in the same manner as provided in 

10 § 45-21-4. 

11 45-39.2-8. Powen oftbe electric and water district. 

12 (al The electric and water district shall have the power: 

13 m To acguin: real or personal property and tangU,le or intanm'ble personal property by 

14 voluntary purchase from the owner or owners of the property. and to the extent that the board of 

l S utility commissioners deems it advisable. to acguin: property held by a corporation through 

16 acquisition of the stock of the comoration and dissolution of the corporation; 

17 12) To acquire rcal property. fixtures. and rights and interests in rcal property within its 

18 utilitv service area by eminent domain, subject to the supervision of the public utilities commission 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

in the manner prescn'bed in§ 39-1-31. and the electric and water district may. within and without 

the district and the town of Burrillville and also without the consent of the town. install. make. 

construct, and maintain pipes. aqueducts, conduits. machinery. or other equipment or appliances. 

or authorize the same to be done. and regulate the use then:of to the extent deemed necessary or 

appropriate to cacry out the pun,oses of the electric and water district The power conferred uponi 

the electric and water district by this proyjsion shall include the authority to carry any worb to be 

constructed over or enter upon and excavate under any highway. turnpike. railroad, street. or other 

public way for the purpose of locating, laying. constructing. building. installing operating. b ~~~ 
• ' ' altcrin ' • I • ' Jiances other such '1 f" 

maintatmng g, repautnf!J,,.or rep acing any pipes, app ff apparatus, upon or 

beneath the surface. in such a manner so as not to permanently obstruct free travel thereon. In 

29 exercising the power granted under this proyjsion. the electric and water district shall. except in 

30 emergencies. provide advance notice to and otherwise cooperate and coordinate with the town to 

31 ensure that any such installation or excavation shall be carried out with reasonable dispatch and 

32 with as little interference with and inconvenience to the rights of the public as may be leas!1ile. The 

33 electric and water district shall reston: any highway. tumpikc, railroad, street, or other public way 

34 as near as may be poss,1,Je to its original condition of safety and utility after any such installation 
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or excavation: 

(3) To own, operate. maintain, repair, improve, enlarge. and extend. in accordance with the 

provisions of this chapter, any property acquired under this section all of which, togethq with the 

acquisition of the property, arc hereby declared to be public purposes: 

(4) To produce. purchase. acquire, distribute, and sell water and electricity at wholesale or 

retail within or without its utility service area subject to franchise rights of other utilities· to lay 

down, construct, own, operate, maintain, repair, and improve mains, pipes, wells, towers. and other 

equipment and facilities necessary, appropriate or useful for those purooses: and to contract with 

others for any or all of the foregoing purposes: 

CS) To produce, buy, sell, and trade electric.capability, power, or energy products or 

services at wholesale or retail: to purchase for its own use or for resale electric tnmomjssion service 

and ancillary services: and to engage in any other transaction with respect to electricity or electricity 

products that was heretofore authorized for the Pascoag utility district or investor-owped electric 

companies operating as domestic electric utilities within the state (including participation in 

generating facilities as authorized by chapter 20 of title 39)· provided, that the electric and water 

district electric operations shall operate and be subject to regulation of its retail rates for electricity 

under title 39 when operating within its utility service area· and provided, further, that cxcept to the 

extent otherwise provided with respect to the cxercise of its power of eminent domain under § 45-

39.2-8(2). the electric and water district water operations shall not be subject to regulation of its 

n;tail rates or supervision or regulation by any department, division, district, board, bureau. or 

agency of the state or any of its political subdivisions, including, without limitation. the public 

utilities commission and the division of public utilities under title 39 when operating within it utility 

service= t {6) To acquire, own, lease, operate, maintain, repair, and expand facilities and equipment 

necessary, appropriate, or useful lto the operation of other utilities including but not limited to. i' \'1.tJ., 

communications services such as.ftiterru:t service, high-speed data transfer, local and long-distance t. 

27 telephone service, community antemia television service, and to engage in the operation of such 

28 utilities: 

29 (1\ To sue and be sued: 

30 (8) To adopt and ahcr a corporate seal: 

31 (9) To acquire. bold, use, lease, sell. transfer, assign, or otherwise dispose of any property, 

32 real, penonal, or mixed, or any interest therein, for its corporate purposes, and to mortgage, pledge 

33 or lease any such property: 

34 {10) To make and adopt bylaws for the management and regulation ofits affairs: 
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(11} To borrow money for any of the purposes or powers granted to it under or by operation 

of this chapter, including the creation and maintenance of working capital, and to issue negotiable 

bonds. notes, or other obligations. to fund or refund the same, and to secure the obligation of such 

bond. notes. or other obligations in any case by pledge of. or security interest in, the revenues and 

property of the electric and water district. 

(12) To fix rates (subject to the requirements of title 39 in the case of retail electric rates 

within its utility service an:a) and collect charges fur the use of the tacilities or aemces rendered 

by or any commodities furnished by the electric and water district: 

(13) To contract in its own name fur any lawful purpose that would effectuate the purposes 

and provisions of this chapter: to execute all instruments necessary to cany out the purposes of this 

chapter: and to do all things necessary or convenient to carry into effect and operation the powers 

gmnted by this chapter: and 

(14) Until, and only until. such time as those utility bond obligations to which the Clear 

River electric and water district succeeds under or by operation of this chapter shall have been 

retired defeased. or otherwise satisfied in their eplirety. to levy property tax usessmeots upon 

property owners within its utility service an:a for the purpose of supporting utility bond obligations 

of the Pascoag utility district and those of the Hanisville fire district outstanding as of January l. 

2025. in the same manner and to the same extent as each of the Pascoag utility district and ,I ,t '\ 

*''' tf,clc i,.s1 
Hanisville fire district was authorized to do so under chapter 58 of~ l"Pascoag utility ? 
district"). as to Pascoag utility district. and chapter 637 of Public Laws of 1910 as to Harrisville 

fire district, and each as thereafter amended and supplemented nom time to time. 15 i. 

45-39.2-8.1. Limitation of powers. 

All services provided by the electric department of the electric and water district that 

constitute public utility services within the -ing of§ 39-1-2 or community antennae television 

systems (CATV) services within the meaning of § 39-19-1 shall be subject to the applicable 

jurisdictions of the public utilities commission and the division of public utilities and carriers. 

45-39.2-9. Separation of utility asse1I and fire protection assets. 
I 

Upon January I. 2025, ownership of the ulility assets pm,iously titled to, or otherwise 

owned or controlled by. the Pascoag utility district and the Han:jsyjllc fire district shall be 

transferred to the electric and water district, subject to any security interest of record relating to 

such utility assets. which security interests. if any, shall remain in full force and effect and be 

1mimP'"!"'4 by the transfer of ownership of the utility assets. All fire protection assets that arc the 

property of Harrisville fire district on January I, 2025, shall remain the property of the Harrisville 

fire district. To the extent that individual assets presently titled to the Hanisville fire district cannot 
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be classified as either utility assets or fire protection assets the electric and water district and the 

2 fire district shall negotiate in good faith to transfer title to such assets to one entity or the other. 

3 with or without cost but in all cases preserving any applicable contract rights of third parties. The 

4 electric and water district and the fire district may agree to joint ownership or control of assets that 

5 cannot reasonably be classified as either utility assets or fire protection assets. Notwithstanding 

6 anything in this chapter to the contrary. the electric and water district shall take ownership and 

7 provide for the care and maintenance of fire hydrants located within the Harrisville fire district; 

8 provided. the Harrisville fire district shall be granted full access to such hydrants in the performance 

9 ofits fire suppression duties. for which!he electric and water district may charge a reasonable usage 

10 fee. 

11 45-39.2-10. Succession of electric and water district to certain obligations of Pascoag 

12 ntility district and of Harrisville fire district. 

13 (a) On January I. 2025. the electric and water district shall: 

14 (I) Succeed to and become subject to the utility bond obligations heretofore imposed by 

15 any security interest or trust instrument upon the Harrisville fire district; and 

16 (2) Succeed to the precise position of Pascoag utility district, without any waiver or 

17 augmentation of that position whatsoever as to each wholesale power purchase or power sales 

18 agreement. and each transmission service agreement or interconnection agreement heretofore 

19 entered into by the utility district. that position to include such rights. claimslr defenses as Pascoag t,} l-

20 utility district may have had prior to January I. 2025. with respect to an obli ation of an sue 
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45-39.2-11. Bonds. 

(a) The electric and water district shall have the power and is hereby authorized from time 
~ 

to time to issue its negotiable bonds for anv of its corporate or district pumoses and to secure the ~; 

payment of the bonds in such manner and by such means as may be provided in the resolution or ": 

resolutions of the electric and water district authorizing the bonds. subject to the re1..'lllatory 

iurisdiction of the division of public utilities and carriers in the manper prescribed in § 39-3-15. 

where applicable. 

{bl The electric and water district is specifically authorized to secure bonds that it may 

issue from time to time by a pledge of. or creation of other security int=t in. the revenues of the 

electric and water district, which pledge or security interest may be enforceable by the grant of a 

conditional franchise. in the event of default in the payment of the bonds. entitling the secured paJty 

or trustee to enter upan and take control of the electric and water district's facilities and service and 

to provide utility seivice and receive the revenues from.the electric and water district's facilities 
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and service for such period. not exceeding forty { 40) years. as may be necessary to recover all 

payments due on the bonds. 

(cl The bonds of the electric and water district shall be authorized by resolution of the board 

of utility commissioners. The bonds shall bear such date or dates. mature at such time or times not 

exceeding forty (40) yean from their issuance. bear interest at such rate or rates payable at such 

time or times. be in such denominations and in such fonn, carry such registration privileges. be 

executed in such manner. be payable in such mcdiwn of payment. at such place or places and such 

time or times and be subject to redemption at such premium, if required. and on such terms. as the 

resolution may provide. The bonds so authorized and issued pursuant to this chapter may be sold 

at public or private sale for any price or prices that the electric and water district shall determine. 

(d} Pending the issuance of bonds jn definitive form. the electric and water district may 

issue bond anticipation noies or interim receipts in such fonn as the board of utility commissioners 

may elect. 

(el The elcctric and water district is hereby authorized to provide for the issuance of 

refunding bonds of the electric and water district for the purpoae of refunding •ny bonds then 

outstanding which shall have been issued under the provisions of this chapter. including the 

payment of any TCdemptinri. premium on the bonds or interest accrued or to accrue to the earliest or 

subsequent date of redemption, purchase or maturity of the bonds and. if deemed advisable by the 

electric and water district, for the additional purpose of payjng all or a part of the cost of acquiring. 

constructing. reconstructing rebabilitsting, or improving any property. faciliti"'f'" systems or parts ,,1n'd 

of property facilities or systems of the electric and water district. The proceeds of bond or notes l)l • 

issued for the purpose of refunding outmnding honds or notes may be applied, in the discretion of 

the electric and water district, to the purchase. retirement at maturity,or redemption of outBtanding 

bonds or notes eitbec on their earliest or a subsequent redemption date and may, pending that 

application. be placed in escrow in the same manner and through the same means as 8IC generally 

available to and incumbent upon political subdivisions of the state. 

(fl It is hereby declared that the electric and water district and the canying out of its 

corporate, district and political subdivision purposes is in all respects for the bcocfit of the people 

of the state and for the improvemcgt of their health, wellareland prosperity. and the electric and 

waler district will be perli:mnjng an essential governmental function in the exercise of the powers 

conferred by this chapter. The state therefore covenants with the holden of the electric and water 

district's bonds that the electric and water district shall not be required to pay taxes or payments in 

lieu of taxes to the state or any other political subdivision of the state upon any property of the 

electric and water district or under its jurisdiction. control or supervision or upon any of the electric 
I 
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and water district's activities in the operation or maintenance of the property or upon any earnings. 

revenues. monies or other income derived by the electric and water district. and that the bonds of 

the electric and water district and the income from the bonds shall at all times be exem1,t from 

taxation by the state and its political subdivisions. Notwithstanding the foregoing. nothing in this 

section shall be deemed to prohibit the division of public utilities and carriers. the public utilities 

commission and the department of attorney general from assessing the utility in accordance with l 12 ~1, J 
the provisions of§§ 39-1-23 39-1-26. 39-19-9, and 39-19-14. 

(g) The state does hereby pledge to and agree with the holders of the bonds, not'7 or other 

evidence of an indebtedness of the electric and water district that the state will not limit or alter the 

rights vested in the electric and water district until the bonds, note~ or other evidence of 

indebtedness. together with the interest on the debt. are fully met and discharged. 

(h) Any resolution or resolutions authorizing any bond. or any issue of bonds. may contain 

provisions which shall be a part of the con!ract with the bondholders of the bonds therebv. 

authorized. as to: 

(I) Pledging all or any part of the monev, earnings income. and revenues derived from all 

or any part of the property of the electric and water district to secure the payment of any bonds or 

of any issue of bonds subject to such agreements with bondholders as may then exist: 

(2) The rates to be fixed and the charges to be collected and the amounts to be raised in 

each year and the use and disposition of the earnings and other revenue: 

(3) The setting aside of reserves and the creation of sinking funds and the regulation and 

disoosition thereof: 

( 4) Limitations on the right of the electric and water district to restrict and regulate the use 

of the properties in connection with which the bonds are issued; 

(5) Limitations on the purposes to which the proceeds of sale of any issue of bonds may be 

(6) Limitations on the issuance of additional bonds. including refunding bonds and the 

terms upon which additional bonds may be issued and secured· 

{7) The procedure if any. by which the terms of any contract with bondholders may be 

amended or abrogated. the percentage of bondholders whose consent shall be required for such 

amendment or abrogation, and the manner in which consent may be given; 

( 8) The creation of special funds into which any eamines or revenues of the electric and 

water district may be deposited. and the investment of the funds: 

(9) The appointment of a fiscal agent and the determination of its powers and duties; 

( I 0) Limitations on the power of the electric and water district to sell or otherwise dispose 
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of its properties: 

( 11) The preparation of annual budgets by the authority and the employment of consultants 

and auditors: 

{12) The rights and remedies of bondholders in the event of failure on the part of the electric 

and water district to perfonn any covenant or agreement relating to a bond indenture: 

(13) Covenanting that as long as any bonds are outstanding the electric and water district 

shall use its best efforts to establish and maintain its rates and charges at levels adequate at all times 

to pay and provide for all operating expenses of the electric and water district. all payments of 

principal. redemption premium (if any). and interest on bonds. notesJ or other evidences of d~~ 

indebtedness incurred or assumed by the electric and water district. all renewals. repam11 and ~ ~ r 
replacements to the property and facilities of the electric and water district and all other amounts ~ 

12 which the electric and water district may be required by law to pay: and 

13 ( 14 l Any other matters of like or different character which in any way affect the security 

14 or protection of the bonds. 

15 (il The bonds of the electric and water district are hereby made securities in which all public 

16 officers and bodies of this state and all municipalities and municipal subdivisions, all insurance 

17 companies and associations and other persons carrying on an insurance business. all banks bankers. 

18 trust companies, aavmgs banb and savings associations (including savings and loan associations). 

19 building and loan associations. investment companies and other persons canying on a banking 

20 business. all administrators, guardians executors. trustees and other fiduciaries and all other 

21 persons whomsoever, who are now or may thereafter be authorized to invest in bonds or other 

22 obligation of the state may properly and legally invest funds including capital in their control or 

23 belonging to them. The bonds are also hereby made securities which may be deposited with and 

24 llhall be received by all public officers and bodies of this state. and all municipalities and municipal 

25 subdivisions. for any purpose for which the deposit of bonds or other obligations of this state is 

26 now or may thereafter be required. 

27 45-39.2-12. Money of the electric and water district. 

28 (a) All money of the electric and water district. from whatever source derived. shall be paid 

29 to the m:asurer of the electric and water district. The money on receipt shsll be deposited forthwith 

30 in a separate bank account or accounts. The money in the accounts shall be paid out with a chcclc 

31 of the tm,surer. on requisition by the electric and water district or of any other person or persons 

32 that the electric and water district may authorize to make the requisitions. All deposits of money 

33 shall be secured by obligations of the United States or of the state, of a market value at all times 

34 not less than the amount of deposits. and all banks and trust companies are authorized to give 
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security for the deposits. The electric and water district shall have the power. notwithstanding the 

provisions of this section. to contract with the holders of any of its bonds aa to the custody, 

collection, security, investmcnt1and payment of any money of the authority. or any money held in 

trust or otherwise for the payment ofboods or in any way to secure the bonds. and to carry out any 

contract notwithstanding that the contract may be inconsistent with the previous provisions oftbis 

section. Money held in trust or otherwise for the payment of bonds or in any way to secure bonds 

and deposits of money may be secured in the ssme manner as the money of the authority. and all 

banks and trust companies arc authorized to give security for the deposits. 

(b) Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this section. or any other provision of this chapter, 

the board of utility commissioners shall have the power to authorize by resolution a loan or advance 

from one utility fund of the electric and water district to another. Any such intcrfund advance or 

loan shall be for a term specified in the autborizjng resolution of the board of utility cmpmiuin'1Cl"S 

and sball bear interest at a rate reasonably determined by the board of ytjlity commissioners to be 

consistent with the public interest implicated in all funds jnvolvcd in the intcrfund loan or advance: 

provided, however. that an interest rate set at the rate applicable to the electric and water district's 

moat recent borrowing from a bank or other finantj4! institution shall be presumptively reasonable f 
aa the rate of intcrcat for an intcrfund loan or advance. 

45-39.2-13. Alteration. amendmeat, repeal or sevenbWtv. ~, \'-, 

The right to alter. amend or rcpea~ this chapter is reserved to the state. but no such ~jt ( 

alteration. amcndmcnt1 or repeal shall operate to impair the obligation of any contract made by the 

electric and water district under any power conferred by this chapter. If any section. c;lause, 

provisi7 or term of this chapter shall be declared unconstitutional void, ultra ~or otherwise 

ineffective in whole or in part such determination of invalidity shall not otherwise affect the 

validity or enforocability of any other provision of this chapter. 

45-39.2-14. Harrlmlle fire district. 

Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to effect in any way the continued existence and 

operation of the Harrisville fire district's fire prevention and suppression functions its emergcpcy 

medics! rescue. and ambulance services its charter and/or bylaws governing the fire district. 

45-39.2-15. Tax exemption. /i,~ 
n is hereby declared that the Clear River electric and water district, in the carrying out its fr 

quasi-municipal purposes, is in all respects providing essential services to the people of the State f /tf J t,-7 

of Rhode 1sland thst improves their heslth, safcty,and welfare. Accordingly. the electric and water 

district sball not be n,guin:d to pay taxes. assessments or 8UIIIS in lieu of taxes to the State of Rhode 
I 

1sland or any political subdivision thereof upon any of the property now owned or acquired in the 
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2 

future by the electric and water district, or under its jurisdiction and/or control, possession1or 

supervision or upon its activities or operations, or upon anv earnings, revenues, monies) or other 

3 income derived by the electric and water district. The bonds issued by the electric and water district 

4 and any income therefrom shall at all times be exempt from taxation: provided, however nothing 

5 in this section shall have any effect upon the waterrC$0urces board, or the division of public utl!ities 

6 and carriera, and/or the public utilities commission's authority to impose regulation-related 

7 assessments and charges on Clear River electric and water district. 

SECTION 3. This act shall talce effect on January 1, 2025, and all acts or parts of acts 

9 inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 
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EXPLANATION 

BY THE LEGISLATNE COUNCIL 

OF 

AN ACT 

RELATING TO AMENDING THE CHARTER OF THE HARRISVILLE FIRE DISTRICT 
AND ESTABLISHING THE CLEAR RIVER ELECTRIC AND WATER DISTRICT 

This act would amend the Harrisville Fire District Charter allowing the district to provide 

2 rescue services, fire suppression, medical and ambulance services, while removing water services 

from those provided by the Harrisville Fire District. Water services would be provided by a separate 

4 entity that is also established in the act, the Clear River Electric and Water District. 

S This act would take effect on January I, 2025, and all acts or parts of acts inconsistent 

6 herewith would be hereby repealed. 
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State of Rhode Island 

Department of State I Public Information Division 

I, Stacy DiCola, Acting Deputy Secretary of State of the State of 

Rhode Island hereby Certify that the aforegoing is a true xerographic 

copy of an Act (24-H8147) entitled "An Act Relating To Amending The 

Charter Of The Harrisville Fire District And Establishing The Clear 

River Electric And Water DistricT (Amends the Harrisville Fire District 

Charter allowing the district to provide rescue services, fire 

suppression, medical and ambulance services/water services would 

be provided by a separate entity.)" taken from the records in this office 

and compared with the original Act (24-H8147) now Chapter 152 of 

the Rhode Island Public Laws of 2024, passed by the General 

Assembly in concurrence at the January session A.O. 2024, signed by 

the Governor on the twelfth day of June A.O. 2024 and now remaining 

in this office. 

Proposed by: Representatives Place and Newberry 

In Testimony Whereof, I have 

hereunto set my hand and affixed the 

Seal of the State of Rhode Island this 

thirtieth day of October, A.O. 2024 




